White Township Zoning Board of Adjustment                                                                   October 19, 2023

Minutes Open Session

White Township Zoning Board of Adjustment

October 19, 2023

 There was a regular meeting of the White Township Zoning Board of Adjustment on Thursday, October 19, 2023, at the White Township Municipal Building. Present were Board Members: Donald Weidlick, James Cooper, Jack Shade, Paul Mourry, Kyle Shoemaker and James Finamore. Board Members Absent: Elaine Reichart, Barry Wessner and Dennis Smith. Also Present: Board Attorney Tara St. Angelo and Board Engineer/Planner Paul Sterbenz. Mr. Mourry led the Board in the pledge to the flag and he called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. He then announced that notice of this meeting was given in compliance with the “Open Public Meetings Act.”  
Open to the Public:

   Chairman Mourry opened the meeting to the public for non-agenda items. With there being no public comment, the meeting was closed to the public. 

OLD BUSINESS:
    #473 Skoog Holdings, LLC, Block 54.01, Lot 2
   Paul Sterbenz gave an overview of the current status of the application and stated that the Board is here to discuss the Condition of the Adopted Resolution pertaining to the security gate. Mr. Cooper asked where the gate Condition originated from.  Mr. Sterbenz stated it was a recommendation for security purposes and he went on to state that the Applicant is asking for that Condition to be amended. 
     Richard Wenner, Esq. was present on behalf of the Applicant, and he stated that the Applicant is asking for an amendment to the approved Site Plan.  He stated that they will present testimony on how the removal of the security gate will not cause security issues. Larry Skoog was sworn in and gave a summary of the day-to-day operations and security measures. He stated that he has also asked that the State Police conduct routine patrols, like other businesses throughout the Township. He went on to state the concerns raised by the Good Will Fire Department and his insurance company.  Board Members asked questions regarding the security measures and the security gate placement. Mr. Mourry asked Mr. Sterbenz on the outcome of the monitoring he conducted while the TOC was in effect.  Mr. Sterbenz stated he only received complaints from the neighbors and based on his observations he hasn’t seen any issues. 
The following were submitted and marked as Exhibits:
   A.   Letter from Belvidere Good Will Fire Department. Dated July 23, 2023   
   B.   Letter from Retired State Trooper Scarpone. Undated
   C.   Letter from State Farm Insurance. Dated June 12, 2023
   Mr. Mourry opened the hearing to the public for public comment. 
   Susan Krouse asked Mr. Skoog questions regarding the gate security, which Mr. Skoog addressed. She went on to review the conversation she had with Mr. Sterbenz regarding the hours not being displayed on the sign and gate.  Ms. St. Angelo stated this meeting is strictly about the gate. Mr. Skoog stated there are hours displayed by the office.  Mr. Sterbenz stated there is nothing in the Township Ordinances that requires a business to have hours displayed on a sign. 
   Albert Krouse asked Mr. Skoog about an activity he witnessed on October 6, 2023. Ms. St Angelo stated that she will need to swear in Mr. Krouse if he is going to testify. Ms. St Angelo then went on to swear in Albert Krouse and she questioned the relevance of the questioning.  Mr. Krouse went on to ask Mr. Skoog about the security gate placement and security. 
   Board Members discussed the security gate and security requirements of other businesses throughout the Township.
   Linda Stettler commented on the security gate and how other properties have not been required to put a gate up. 
   With there being no further public comment, the hearing was closed to the public.

   Mr. Cooper and Mr. Weidlick commented on the opinion of the fire department and thru- traffic of other businesses after hours (ex. Rite Aid).
   Mr. Cooper made the motion to revise the approval to eliminate the condition/requirement for a security gate. Motion seconded by Mr. Shade. In a roll call vote, all were in favor.

   Mr. Shade asked about the illumination of the sign. Mr. Sterbenz stated that there is an Ordinance allowing for illumination of a free-standing sign. 
MINUTES APPROVED:

    The minutes of the August 17, 2023, meeting was distributed to all Board Members prior to this evening’s meeting. 

   Mr. Shade made the motion to adopt the minutes. Motion seconded by Mr. Weidlick. In a roll call vote, all were in favor. Mr. Cooper and Mr. Shoemaker abstained. 
PAYMENT OF BILLS:    The following vouchers were submitted: 

Colliers Engineering-Skoog





127.50 Escrow

Collier Engineering- Cheema Oil




727.50 Escrow

Gebhardt & Kiefer- Ricciuti





198.00 Escrow

Gebhardt & Keifer – Skoog





82.50 Escrow


Gebhardt & Keifer – general





446.00 ZBOE

Collier Engineering- Cheema Oil




33.00 Escrow

   Mr. Cooper made the motion to approve the vouchers.  Motion seconded by Mr. Shade.  In a voice vote, all were in favor. 

ADJOURNMENT:

   In a motion made by Mr. Shade and seconded by Mr. Shoemaker, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. In a voice vote all were in favor. 

Submitted: 
Brielle Whitmore

Board Secretary
11/9/23
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